
LO: To be able to write a summary.

We are going to read chapter 
8 together.



Chapter 8

A lot of  people don't believe in curses. A lot of  people don't believe in yellow-

spotted lizards either, but if  one bites you, it doesn't make a difference whether 

you believe in it or not. Actually, it is kind of  odd that scientists named the 

lizard after its yellow spots. Each lizard has exactly eleven yellow spots, but the 

spots are hard to see on its yellow-green body. The lizard is from six to ten 

inches long and has big red eyes. In truth, its eyes are yellow, and it is the skin 

around the eyes which is red, but everyone always speaks of  its red eyes. It also 

has black teeth and a milky white tongue.



Chapter 8

Looking at one, you would have thought that it should have been named a 

"red-eyed" lizard, or a "black-toothed" lizard, or perhaps a "white-tongued" 

lizard. If  you've ever been close enough to see the yellow spots, you are 

probably dead. The yellow-spotted lizards like to live in holes, which offer 

shade from the sun and protection from predatory birds. Up to twenty lizards 

may live in one hole. They have strong, powerful legs, and can leap out of  very 

deep holes to attack their prey. They eat small animals, insects, certain cactus 

thorns, and the shells of  sunflower seeds.



What do you find out about yellow spotted

Lizards in this chapter?



Your Task

Make a list of all the things you know about yellow spotted 

lizards, then try to summarise this in a paragraph. 

Remember:

Summarise means: Give a brief  statement of  the main points of  

something.


